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Smith, Jessie Carney. (2003). Black Firsts.  Canton, MI:  Visible Ink Press.   
Reference E 185.B574 2003.
Titan fact:  Jewel Plummer Cobb, former Cal State Fullerton president, was the very first African American women to be president of a Cal State university or any major public university on the West Coast!   This book aims to give readers a “capsule view of the history of blacks worldwide” of African American firsts in the areas of the arts, business, civil rights, education, government, journalism, the military, religion, science, sports, creative writing, and other areas are covered in this book. 

Peterson, Bernard L. (2001).  Profiles of African American Stage Performers and Theatre People, 1816-1960.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press.  Reference PN 2286 .P46 2001.
Few people know that the cakewalk was actually a dance started by African Americans and popularized by African American theater artists, where the couple who did the best dancing won a cake!  Obscure facts like these can be found in this book, though it is mostly a collection of entries about individual African American performers.  Some well-known celebrities of today have an entry in this book, but it also includes many, many African American entertainers who were stars as far back as 1816.

Loverro, Thom. (2003). The Encyclopedia of Negro League Baseball.  New York:  Facts on File, Inc.  Reference GV 875 .A1 L68 2003.

Did you know that famous baseball players Jackie Robinson and Satchel Paige played for the California Winter League at the start of their careers?  Some of the greatest ball players of all time got their start in Negro League baseball. You can find fascinating and little-known facts about the history of baseball in this easy-to-use encyclopedia.

Kranz, Rachel.  (2004). African-American Business Leaders and Entrepreneurs.  New York:  Facts on File, Inc.  Reference HC 102.5 .A2 K73 2004.

This book’s entries profile successful African American business people from early in the 16th century through today.  Some prominent business leaders are profiled, such as Oprah Winfrey and Wally Amos (of Famous Amos cookies), but check out some of the lesser-known individuals who contributed to U.S. history and culture.

Lowery, Charles D. and John F. Marszalek, eds. (2003).  The Greenwood Encyclopedia of African American Civil Rights: from Emancipation to the 21st Century.    Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press.  Reference E 185.61 .E54 2003 vol. 1-2
“Ignorance of past racial tragedies, sadly, retard continued progress in race relations.”  This updated second edition of the Encyclopedia seeks to educate young Americans about racial segregation in all of its forms: from spectacle lynchings and school segregation up through the racial profiling and injustices in the American legal system that afflict society today.  Essay entries include bibliographic references for further information – which makes this set a great place to begin research about the civil rights movement.
Walker-Hill, Helen.  (2002).  From Spirituals to Symphonies:  African-American Women Composers and Their Music.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press. 
Reference ML 390 .W16 2002.

This fascinating book starts out with an introduction and historical overview of African American women composers, and then profiles eight contemporary women who compose concert music (classical, or “art” music).  Includes a listing of their works at the end of every profile.
Krapp, Kristinge, ed. (1999). Notable Black American Scientists.  Detroit:  Gale.  Reference Q 141 .N726 1999.

Who was the first African American woman to receive a PhD from MIT (hint:  in physics)?  Find out the answer to this question in this collection of vignettes about 254 African American scientists and physicians from colonial times to the present.

Rand, Donna, Toni Trent Parker, and Sheila Foster.  (1998). Black Books Galore!  Guide to Great African American Children’s Books.  New York:  John Wiley and Sons.  Reference PN 1009 .A1 R36 1998.  

This book includes an annotated list of 500 books for and about African American children.  Age levels range from preschool age children to young teens, and cover many genres from picture books, fairy tales, history books, and novels.  The Library also owns Black Books Galore!  Guide to Great African American Children’s Books for Girls, and Black Books Galore!  Guide to Great African American Children’s Books for Boys.
Pettis, Joyce.  (2002). African American Poets:  Lives, Works, and Sources.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press.   Reference PS 153 .N5 P48 2002.
This volume offers a selection of African American poets, organized alphabetically.  Each entry included biographical information and an overview of the poet’s thematic interests, as well as a bibliography of their works.  A list of references for further study is also included.

Witalec, Janet, ed.  (2003). The Harlem Renaissance:  a Gale Critical Companion.   Detroit:  Gale.  Reference PS 153 .N5 H245 2003 v. 1-3.
A very inclusive, thorough guide to not only the outstanding artists of the Harlem Renaissance, but also the social, performing arts, and business world during that surrounded this movement.  Divided into three volumes.  Sidebars in each entry include information about important historical events, newspaper clippings, poems written by the author, etc.
